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African Iris Dietes
Fortnight Lily

The Iris-like flowers are creamy yellow with
maroon-brown blotches.

Though its distinctive flowers last only a day. the
African Iris flowers often in mild, warm winter
climates. Also called the Fortnight Lily because
blooms open in 2-week batches. Flowers are white
or yellow and their dark markings have colorful
orange or yellow highlights. Leaves are sword
shaped and eventually form sizable clumps.
Drought-tolerant once established, but bloom more
when watered. Attractive near water or along dry
stream beds in Japanese gardens.
Remove seed pods as tliey form to encourage
flowering and prevent volunteer plants from
starting. Sold as container stock. Divide
infrequently, in fall or winter.
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Rosemary Rosmarinus

Dozens of sizes and types axe available, including
a dwarf variety. Not all are good for cooking, so
taste a leaf first.

Once thought to stimulate memory, this herb has
been used for cooking, medicine and gardening for
centuries. Plants make tough, aromatic, drought-
tolerant evergreen shrubs. They range from an
erosion-controlling ground-hugger to absolutely
upright and are used as hedges and borders. Honey
bees and some birds are attracted to its small
blossoms of white, lavender, pink or blue. Repels
garden moths. In cooking, use the pine-like leaves,
fresh or dried, with meat and poultry. Good as year-
round houseplants, they're also used in small
topiary in the shapes of globes, wreaths and
Christmas trees. Full sun, little if any water and
good drainage are essential to this Mediterranean
native. Won't tolerate cold winters, humidity or
wet soil. Buy in pots, or put cuttings in water until
they sprout roots, then plant. Pinch back growing
tips while plant is young. Cut back older plants to
increase side branching.
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Ivy Hedera
Algerian Ivy

Its shiny leaves are larger and more vigorous than
those of English Ivy, but require more water.
Popular in mild winter areas. Protect to zone 8.

It climbs over walls, rocks, tree trunks and trellises,
and carpets the ground. Its small aerial roots cling
to everything. Ivy often naturalizes and spreads
throughout the landscape. Older plants produce
small green flowers and poisonous, bluish-black
berries. They need shade and shelter to prevent
winter damage in cold climates. For new plants,
pieces of stem root readily in water. Water deeply
during drought. Prune in spring to control growth
and shape. Mulch in summer for weed control.
      

Lilyturf Ophiopogon
Mondo Grass

Dark green, grass-like leaves grow 12 to 15 in.
tall. Spikes of lilac flowers bloom in late summer,
followed by blue-black berries.

The dense, finely textured, deep evergreen clumps
of this slow-spreading perennial make excellent
ground cover and edging plants. Flowers are white
or lilac, and are followed by blue-shaded fruit.
Makes good cut flowers. A rare, black-leafed type
is available. Mondo Grass is often confused with
Lily-turf which has wider leaves and larger flowers.
Start by seed or division. Cut back shabby foliage.
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Bird of Paradise Strelitzia
Common Bird of Paradise

Lower-growing with a showier flower than the
Giant variety.

Graceful with slim vertical lines of flower stalks
and foliage, Bird of Paradise is a tropical, long-
lasting plant. Gardeners in zone 10 find it an easy,
drought-tolerant, landscape or container plant In
other zones, grow them as house plants. Both the
Common and Giant Birds of Paradise have leathery
banana-like leaves. The Common has colorful,
feathery petals rising from a beak-shaped base. The
Giant Bird of Paradise can get 10 to 15 ft tall and
has a hidden inconspicuous flower. Good for use
by pools.
Sold in containers in the landscape or house plant
sections of nurseries.
      

Chrysanthemum

THESE LONG-BLOOMING PERENNIALS
HAVE BEEN GARDEN
FAVORITES FOR CENTURIES. THEY BLOOM
IN SUMMER AND FALL IN A
HUGE VARIETY OF COLORS AND SIZES.
USE IN BORDERS OR
CONTAINERS--GOOD CUT FLOWERS.
SHALLOW-ROOTED, THEY NEED MOIST
SOIL AND REGULAR
FERTILIZING. KEEP THEM WATERED!!!
PINCH NEW LEAF GROWTH BACK UNTIL
MID-SUMMER OR WHEN
FLOWERING BEGINS -- THIS PROMOTES A
BUSHIER PLANT AND BETTER
BLOOMING. CUT BACK TO THE GROUND
FOR WINTER AND MULCH
OVER.
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Trachelospermum
Star Jasmine

This popular vine or ground cover has glossy, deep
green, leathery leaves and fragrant star-shaped
white flowers. Protect from afternoon sun in hot
climates. Prune tips to encourage dense growth.

Trail these sprawling, shrubby evergreens over
walls, use them in raised beds, as edging, or grow
them as ground covers. Fragrant white to yellow
spring and summer flowers are followed by pairs
of seed-bearing pods. Plants produce a milky sap
when cut. In hot areas, plant in partial shade.
Propagate by seed or cuttings.
      

Ivy Hedera
Common English Ivy 'Gold Dust'

Its heart-shaped leaves are speckled and blotched
with golden yellow. Like Gold Heart, better for
ornamental accent than ground cover.

It climbs over walls, rocks, tree trunks and trellises,
and carpets the ground. Its small aerial roots cling
to everything. Ivy often naturalizes and spreads
throughout the landscape. Older plants produce
small green flowers and poisonous, bluish-black
berries. They need shade and shelter to prevent
winter damage in cold climates. For new plants,
pieces of stem root readily in water. Water deeply
during drought. Prune in spring to control growth
and shape. Mulch in summer for weed control.
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Lilyturf Liriope
Blue Variegated Lilyturf 'Variegata'

More decorative striped green and cream foliage
makes this especially nice in containers. Protect
from hot sun.

Versatile and easy-to-grow, thriving in shade,
partial sun, and sun in cool climates, the only
maintenance Lily Turf requires is a complete
"haircut" in late winter and protection from snails.
The white or purple flowers resemble the spikes of
large Grape Hyacinths and last well as cut flowers.
Use these grasslike perennials as small-scale
ground cover, edging and as accents around pools,
dry stream beds and rock gardens. Can be grown
indoors.
Available in containers year-round. Cut back when
foliage looks shaggy, and divide before new
growth starts in spring.
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